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yourself. Of course not. But there are so many people who, though they don't belong to them, are in touch with them. I very nearly didn't come."
cc Still, you have come."
"I'd promised."
They sipped their quetsch. The man went on, in a very low voice :
** In any case, you can't give me away any more now."
" Oh, and why not ? Bear in mind that I don't want to in the least. But why not ? "
" That's quite easy to grasp. You would be an accessory."
" What do you mem ? "
" Look here. You let me into your place this morning. If one tried hard enough, one could certainly find somebody who saw me going in or coming out. And now we're meeting here. Suppose I'm arrested to-night or to-morrow ? What's to stop me from telling the judge that we fixed this business up between us ? A fifty-fifty split. Or even that we shared up here, this evening ? These Yids would bear me out."
« But	" said Quinette, rather taken aback ;  " you
must admit that you might be arrested without my having anything to do with it. • You wouldn't be so mean as to denounce me for nothing ? "
The other sneered.
" What proof am I going to have that you'd nothing to do with it ? "
" It would be a dirty trick ... a breach of faith . . ."
" You don't want to run any risk, eh ? "
" I'm running quite enough risk as it is. And what am I getting out of it ? "
" I offered you money."
• " And did I want to take your money ? No, I didn't. You've no right to say things that aren't true. . . . And to think that I was simply trying to do you a good turn ! "
" Not this evening,"
" What do you know about it ? ... Even the worst

